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Preface

This manual has been prepared by Dr R. L. Kouznetsov.
Malaria Control, in collaboration with Dr P. F. Beales, Chief.
Training, Division of Control of Tropical Diseases, World
Health Organization. for the training of community health
workers in malaria control. It may also be used by community
health workers to support their day-to-day work.

The manual contains the basic information and guidance
required for the recognition of malaria, its treatment. and
identification of cases 10 be referred: recording and reporting:
promotion of community awareness about malaria; and
promotion of relevant and feasible preventive activities.

It is emphasized that this manual should serve as a basis for
local adaptation. since the epidemiological, social. and economic
conditions—as well as health care delivery systems and
approaches to malaria treatment and control—vary considerably
from country to country and even within each country.
Enquiries regarding adaptation are welcomed, and should be
addressed in the first instance to the Office of Publications.
World Health Organization. 1211 Geneva 27. Switzerland. The
text is available from WHO on computer diskette to make
adaptation easier.

Staff of national malaria control programmes should note the
following:

o It is normally the responsibility of national malaria control
programmes to define the first-line treatment for
uncomplicated malaria to be used by community health
workers. This manual has been written with chloroquine as
the first-line treatment. Where chloroquine is not the first-
line treatment. the manual must be modified accordingly.

* On page 27 the community health worker is advised to ask
his or her supervisor about whether malaria is common in
the area. Thus. for optimal use of this manual. community
health worker supervisors must be informed as to whether
their area is classed as one of high or low malaria risk. In
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